Expanding the spectrum of MERS type 2 lesions, a particular form of encephalitis.
We report on a 13-year-old boy who presented with signs suggestive of encephalitis and in whom magnetic resonance imaging revealed lesions in the genu and splenium of the corpus callosum and symmetrical lesions bilaterally in the center semiovale. This clinical-radiologic entity was previously reported in the literature and was given the acronym MERS type 2 (mild encephalitis with reversible splenial) lesion. The clinical, radiologic, and biochemical characteristics of the patient with MERS type 2 lesions presented in this article show some differences with those in previously reported patients. His clinical recovery was particularly slow, cerebrospinal fluid was abnormal, and on magnetic resonance imaging the typical time course of MERS type 2 lesions resolving through a phase of solitary lesions in the splenium of the corpus callosum, the so-called type 1 lesions, was not seen. He is also the first patient in whom mycoplasma pneumoniae was found to be associated with MERS type 2 lesions. These findings further expand the spectrum of MERS type 2 lesions. The question raises whether the MERS type 2 lesion represents a new type of encephalitis or a particular radiologically recognizable subtype of postinfectious encephalitis. In the article, previously reported patients with MERS type 2 lesions are reviewed.